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Module  7 


Module  7 - The  Rise  and  Interaction  of  the  Superpowers:  Overview 


This  module  examines  the  early  Cold  War  Era  from  the  end  of  World  War  II  (1945)  to  the  Cuban 
Missile  Crisis  (1962).  Its  purpose  is  to  help  students  understand  what  the  Cold  War  is  and  how  it  got 
started.  Key  events  that  occurred  during  this  period  will  be  examined  in  their  relationship  to  the 
superpowers  and  their  policies.  Finally,  the  changing  role  of  the  United  Nations  in  international 
affairs  will  be  investigated. 


Section  2: 
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Evaluation 

The  evaluation  of  this  module  will  be  based  on  three  assignments: 

Section  2 Assignment  25  % 

Section  3 Assignment  25% 

Final  Module  Assignment  50% 

TOTAL  100% 
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In  order  to  prepare  for  this  module,  you  should  gather  the  following  materials  and  resources: 


Books  (at  least  one  copy  of  each) 

• Cannon,  Clark,  Smuga,  Howie  (1986)  The  Contemporary  World , HBJ  Publishers. 

• Zelinski,  V.  (1983),  Cold  War , Academic  Press. 

• Catchpole,  B.  (1973)  Map  History  of  the  Modern  World , Book  Society  of  Canada. 

• Roselle  and  Young  (1981)  Our  Western  Heritage , Ginn  & Co. 

• Tourman,  Schaffter,  Stewart,  & Hunter  (1979),  Modern  Perspectives , McGraw-Hill  Ryerson 
Ltd. 

• Stoessinger,  J.  (1982)  Why  Nations  Go  to  War , St.  Martin’s  Press. 

These  resources  are  all  available  from  the  Learning  Resources  Distributing  Centre.  It  is 
recommended  that  you  gather  as  many  additional  books  that  deal  with  the  subject  of  the  Cold  War  as 
possible.  (These  may  also  be  used  in  Module  8.) 

Periodicals 

• Issues  of  Canada  and  the  World  back  to  1980  are  highly  recommended. 

• Copies  of  Time,  Newsweek , and  Macleans  are  also  recommended,  especially  for  students  who 
wish  to  learn  more  about  Cold  War  events  taking  place  in  the  world. 

• Copies  of  major  newspapers  would  also  be  valuable. 


Media 

The  following  video-  and  audiotapes  should  be  ordered. 

1 . If  You  Love  This  Planet  (videotape  - Helen  Caldicott) 

2.  Cold  War  Confrontations  (videotape  - BBC  Twentieth  Century  History  Series) 

3.  Israel  and  the  Arab  States  (videotape  - BBC  Twentieth  Century  History  Series) 

4.  Conflict  and  Cooperation  (audiotapes  2 and  5 - available  from  Alberta  Correspondence  School) 

5.  Cold  War:  The  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  (audiotape  2) 


You  should  read  through  the  module  thoroughly  before  students  begin  to  work  on  it,  in  order  to 
become  familiar  with  the  topics  covered,  the  concepts  being  taught,  and  the  generalizations  being 
developed. 
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Section  1 : What  Is  the  Cold  War? 


Key  Concepts: 

• Cold  War 

• balance  of  power 

• superpowers 


This  section  deals  with  the  meaning  of  the  expression  “Cold  War.”  Students  will  have  the  expression 
defined  and  will  learn  how  the  Cold  War  developed  after  World  War  II.  They  will  also  discover 
what  techniques  the  superpowers  have  employed  in  fighting  the  Cold  War. 


Teaching  Suggestions: 

As  an  opener,  you  may  want  to  develop  a bulletin  board  display  of  articles  from  magazines, 
newspapers,  or  independent  student  ideas  which  deal  with  the  Cold  War.  This  could  be  done  as 
students  proceed  through  Section  1 of  the  module,  as  this  section  develops  the  concept  of  the  Cold 
War. 

Other  openers  could  include  a discussion  of  Soviet! American  relations,  a survey  of  student 
opinions  about  the  Cold  War,  or  a brainstorming  session  to  generate  ideas  about  the  meaning  of 
the  uCold  War”  and  what  it  has  involved. 
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Section  1 : Activity  1 

1.  What  do  you  think  the  term  “Cold  War”  means?  Write  your  definition  of  the  term  in  the  space 
provided  here. 

Answers  will  vary. 


2.  List  four  of  the  elements  of  the  Cold  War  contained  in  the  two  passages  below. 


Cold  War 

The  U.S.A.  and  the  USSR  emerged  from  World 
War  II  as  major  superpowers.  Soon  afterward, 
these  two  nations  were  caught  up  in  an  ideological 
war  between  capitalism  and  communism.  Instead 
of  entering  into  a military  or  “hot”  war,  each  nation 
attacked  the  other  using  propaganda,  the  amis 
race,  and  political  and  economic  beliefs  as  their 
weapons. 


What  is  the  Cold  War? 

The  two  superpowers  have  feared  each  other 
primarily  because  of  political,  economic,  and  social 
differences.  Because  of  their  suspicions,  they 
often  have  confronted  and  threatened  each  other, 
but  at  the  same  time  have  avoided  direct 
confrontations.  Both  sides  have  recognized  that 
because  of  the  huge  stockpiles  of  nuclear  arms 
each  possesses,  a direct  confrontation  would  be 
disastrous  for  the  entire  world. 


• ideological  war  between  capitalism  and  communism 

• the  use  of  propaganda,  the  arms  race , and  political  and  economic  beliefs 

• fear  generated  by  economic,  political,  and  social  differences 

• the  avoidance  of  direct  confrontations  because  of  the  nuclear  capabilities  each  has 


3.  a.  What  elements  of  the  Cold  War  were  included  in  your  definition? 

Answers  will  vary. 
b.  What  elements  were  missing? 

Again,  answers  will  vary.  Are  your  reasons  defensible? 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1.  Identify  two  reasons  why  the  United  States  feared  the  spread  of  communism  throughout  the 
world. 

• The  promotion  of  communism  was  seen  as  a threat  to  democracy. 

• Stalin’  s domestic  policies  had  an  impact  on  the  Soviet  people,  and  their  hardships  led  to  a 
fear  of  communism  in  the  United  States. 
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2.  Plot  the  development  of  the  Cold  War  on  the  time  line  that  follows  beginning  with  the 

Communist  Revolution  and  ending  with  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis.  Put  those  events  relating  to 
the  U.S.A.  on  the  right  side  of  the  time  line.  Put  those  events  relating  to  the  USSR  on  the  left 
side  of  the  time  line. 


USSR 

1910 -- 

Communist  Revolution 
(1917) 

1920  — 


Stalin  initiates  forced  -j  93q  . _ 

collectivization,  forced 
industrialization,  and  Purge  Trials 
(1926-1939).  " 

1940 

USSR  and  U.SA.  fight  as  allies  to  defeat 
Germany  (1942-1945). 

Berlin  Crisis  (1948) 

1950  — 


Cuban  Missile  Crisis  (1962) 


1970 -h 


U.S.A. 


USSR  and  USA.  fight  as  allies  to  defeat 
Germany  (1942-1945). 

USA.  drops  bombs  on  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki. 

USA.  initiates  Marshall  Plan . 


Cuban  Missile  Crisis  ( 1962) 


3.  a.  Place  a check  mark  next  to  the  statement  you  most  agree  with,  based  on  the  information  you 
have  read  so  far. 

• The  U.S.A.  should  take  the  blame  for  starting  the  Cold  War. 

• The  USSR  should  take  the  blame  for  starting  the  Cold  War. 

• Both  the  U.S.A.  and  the  USSR  should  take  equal  blame  for  starting  the  Cold  War. 

Answers  will  vary. 
b.  Give  reasons  for  your  choice? 

Again,  answers  will  vary.  Are  your  reasons  defensible? 
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c.  Ask  a partner  (preferably  an  adult)  to  check  the  statement  he,  or  she,  agrees  with  most. 

(1)  What  are  the  reasons  for  that  person’s  choice? 

Answers  will  vary. 

(2)  How  does  his,  or  her,  choice  compare  with  your  own? 

Answers  will  vary. 

Section  1 : Activity  3 

1.  In  the  retrieval  chart  that  follows,  identify  one  possible  result  of  each  of  the  methods  of  fighting 
the  Cold  War  that  are  given.  An  example  has  been  provided  for  you. 


Method 

Possible  Result 

Alliances 

• divides  the  world  into  two  armed  camps 

• increases  the  likelihood  of  total  war 

Arms  Race 

• increases  the  likelihood  of  armed 
confrontation 

• increase  in  arms  spending  occurs 

• Money  which  could  be  used  for  economic 
development  or  social  programs  would  be 
spent  on  arms  developments . 

Space  Race 

• Arms  race  may  move  into  space. 

• Tensions  could  increase  as  technology 
expands . 

Warning  Space 

• Superpower  tensions  and  hostilities  could 
increase. 

Prestige  Race 

• Superpower  tensions  and  hostilities  could 
increase. 
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2.  a.  On  the  basis  of  the  results  you  identified  in  your  retrieval  chart,  make  a prediction  about  the 
effect  you  believe  these  methods  of  fighting  a Cold  War  might  have  on  world  peace. 

Answers  will  vary,  but  here  is  an  example  of  a prediction:  Tensions  could  increase  which 
could  ultimately  lead  to  direct  confrontation  between  the  superpowers. 

b.  Explain  the  reasoning  behind  your  prediction. 

Answers  will  vary  here,  but  are  your  reasons  defensible? 


Section  1 : Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  The  crossword  puzzle  that  follows  is  based  essentially  on  information  contained  in  this  section 
on  the  Cold  War.  However,  to  make  it  challenging,  some  clues  ask  for  information  that  goes 
somewhat  beyond  what  has  been  taught  See  how  well  you  can  do. 

Clues 

Across 

2.  Between  1944  and  1947  the  Soviet  Union  gained  control  of  several  countries  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

3.  The  U.S.A.  is  the  central  power  of  this  military  alliance. 

4.  The  U.S.A.  criticizes  the  USSR  for  violating  these  rights. 

6.  This  is  one  of  the  main  techniques  of  the  information  war. 

9.  Military  control  in  this  area  may  give  one  superpower  an  advantage  over  the  other. 

11.  The  use  of  this  type  of  power  made  the  USSR  fear  the  strength  of  the  U.S.A. 

12.  The  USSR  and  U.S.A.  are  suspicious  of  each  other  because  of  differences  in  these  belief  systems. 
14.  The  superpowers  have  attempted  to  increase  their  influence  within  the  world  through  this  means. 

16.  The  central  power  of  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  is  the States. 

17.  Both  superpowers  have  attempted  to  increase  this  advantage  by  increasing  weapon  stockpiles. 

18.  An  example  of  such  a system  is  AW  ACS. 

19.  This  type  of  war  is  waged  through  radio  broadcasts,  books,  and  newspapers. 

21.  See  13  down. 

22.  The  USSR  is  the  central  power  of  this  military  pact. 
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Down 

1.  In  1948  the  USSR  tried  to  force  the  allied  powers  from  this  city. 

4.  This  is  a war  involving  the  use  of  nuclear  or  conventional  weapons. 

5.  This  “race”  has  been  very  important  in  the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of  power  between  the  two 
superpowers. 

7.  Each  superpower  has  given  financial  support  to  groups  and  individuals  who  help  to  improve  this  for 
their  respective  nation. 

8.  See  16  across. 

10.  This  is  a war  involving  the  use  of  propaganda,  alliances,  and  warnings. 

12.  This  is  a type  of  confrontation  where  the  superpowers  avoid  direct  conflict . 

13.  The  central  power  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  is  the  Union. 

15.  This  is  a “race”  where  each  side  complains  about  each  other’s  foreign  and  domestic  policies 
(warnings). 

20.  Members  of  the  alliances  receive  this  from  their  central  powers. 
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2.  Study  the  charts  and  map  below  and  answer  the  questions  that  follow. 

The  Nuclear  Arms  Race 


U.S.A.  USSR 


Intercontinental  Ballistic  Missiles 


U.S.A. 


1980 


1965 

-7000 

-6000 

-5000 

-4000 

-3000 

-2000 

-1000 

-0 


USSR 


1980 


1965 


Number  of  Nuclear  Warheads  Carried  by  Missiles 


(Many  American,  and  some  Soviet,  missiles  have  several 
warheads  aimed  at  different  targets.  Soviet  missiles  tend  to 
have  more  destructive  power  than  American  ones.) 


Nuclear  Powers,  1980 
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a.  (1)  Which  of  the  two  superpowers  appeared  to  be  ahead  of  the  other  in  the  nuclear  arms 

race  in  1980? 

The  USA.  appeared  to  be  ahead. 

(2)  Why  was  this  not  true? 

This  was  not  true  because,  in  general,  Soviet  missiles  had  more  destructive  power  than 
American  missiles. 

b.  (1)  Which  superpower  showed  the  greatest  increase  in  the  development  of  intercontinental 

ballistic  missiles  between  1965  and  1980. 

The  Soviet  Union  showed  the  greatest  increase. 

(2)  Why  do  you  think  this  was  the  case? 

This  may  have  occurred  because  there  may  have  been  an  escalation  in  the  arms  race. 

c.  Chronologically  list  the  countries  that  were  nuclear  powers  in  1980,  and  beside  each,  give  the 
date  that  the  particular  nation  entered  the  “nuclear  club.” 

USA.,  1945  France,  1960 

USSR,  1949  China,  1964 

U.K.,  1952  India,  1974 

d.  Based  upon  your  answers  in  Question  c.,  what  trend  do  you  see  occurring  in  relation  to  the 
nuclear  arms  race? 

It  appears  that  more  and  more  nations  are  getting  nuclear  capabilities. 


Enrichment 

The  following  activities  will  help  extend  your  knowledge  of  the  Cold  War. 

Do  either  1.  or  2. 

1 . Find  one  example  of  each  of  the  techniques  of  the  Cold  War  in  newspapers,  magazines,  or  from 
radio  and  television  broadcasts,  and  fill  in  the  concept  map  that  follows.  One  example  has  been 
provided  for  you. 

Answers  will  vary  here.  Did  you  find  it  easy  to  locate  examples? 
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2.  View  the  videotape  entitled  If  You  Love  This  Planet,  and  answer  the  questions  that  follow. 

a.  What  is  the  central  message  Dr.  Caldicott  is  attempting  to  get  across  to  her  audience? 

The  central  message  of  the  film  is  that  we  must  take  action  against  development  and 
deployment  of  nuclear  weapons . 

b.  Why  is  she  attempting  to  get  people  to  accept  her  message? 

She  wants  to  prevent  or  reduce  the  likelihood  of  nuclear  war. 

c.  List  five  effects  of  a nuclear  confrontation  identified  in  the  film. 

Five  possible  effects  might  include  the  following: 

• horrible  injuries 

• thousands  of  rotting  corpses 

• damaged  immune  systems 

• disappearance  of  the  world  as  we  know  it 

• blindness,  radiation,  sickness,  etc . 

d.  What  are  three  actions  Dr.  Caldicott  suggests  that  individuals  can  take  to  help  reduce  or 
prevent  the  threat  of  nuclear  war? 

Three  actions  might  include  these: 

• establishing  a lobby  group 

• shutting  down  a missile  site 

• letting  politicians  know  how  you  feel 

e.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  her  view?  Explain  your  answer. 

Answers  will  vary.  Did  you  explain  your  reasons  clearly? 


Section  2:  Superpower  Interaction  in  Europe 

Key  Concepts: 

• balance  of  power 

• spheres  of  influence 

• containment 

• expansionism 

• independence 

• nonalignment 

This  section  is  designed  to  extend  the  students’  understanding  of  the  Cold  War  Era.  They  should 
develop  a familiarity  with  the  concepts  of  containment,  expansionism,  and  spheres  of  influence. 
Case  studies  are  used  to  clarify  these  terms. 
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Section  2:  Activity  1 

1 . In  the  boxes  that  follow,  write  two  newspaper  headlines.  One  headline  must  indicate  a Soviet 
action  taken  with  the  resulting  American  counteraction.  The  other  must  indicate  an  American 
action  taken  with  the  resulting  Soviet  counteraction. 

Here  are  two  examples.  Your  answers , of  course,  may  be  very  different. 


Soviet  Blockade  of  Berlin  Prompts  Massive  Airlift 


Marshall  Plan  Announced  - Soviets  Counter  with  Comecon 


2.  The  following  excerpt  is  from  the  Truman  Doctrine  (March  12,  1947).  Use  it  to  complete  the 
concept  map  of  Truman’s  ideas  presented  in  the  excerpt 


The  Truman  Doctrine 


March  12, 1947 

The  very  existence  of  the  Greek  state  is 
today  threatened  by  the  terrorist 
activities  of  several  thousand  armed 
men,  led  by  Communists...  . Greece 
must  have  assistance  if  it  is  to  become 
a self-supporting  and  self-respecting 
democracy.  The  United  States  must 
supply  that  assistance...  . There  is  no 
other  country  to  which  democratic 
Greece  can  turn.  No  other  nation  is 
willing  and  able  to  provide  the  necessary 
support  for  a democratic  Greek 
government... . 

At  the  present  moment  in  world  history 
nearly  every  nation  must  choose 
between  alternative  ways  of  life.  The 
choice  is  not  often  a free  one.  One  way 
of  life  is  based  upon  the  will  of  the 
majority,  and  is  distinguished  by  free 


institutions,  representative  government, 
free  elections,  guarantees  of  individual 
liberty,  freedom  of  speech  and  religion, 
and  freedom  from  political  oppression. 
The  second  way  of  life  is  based  upon 
the  will  of  a minority  forcibly  imposed 
upon  the  majority.  It  relies  upon  terror 
and  oppression,  a controlled  press  and 
radio,  fixed  elections,  and  the 
suppression  of  personal  freedoms. 

I believe  that  it  must  be  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  support  free  peoples 
who  are  resisting  attempted  subjugation 
[being  overtaken]  by  armed  minorities 
or  by  outside  pressures... . I believe 
that  our  help  should  be  primarily  through 
economic  and  financial  aid  which  is 
essential  to  economic  stability  and 
orderly  political  processes 

- President  H.  S Truman, 
March  12, 1947 
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Characteristics 


Characteristics: 


/ • free  institutions  \ 

/ • use  of  terror  and  \ 

1 • representative  \ 

oppression  \ 

government 

• controlled  press  and 

l • guarantees  of  I \ 

radio  / 

\ individual  liberty  J 

\ • fixed  elections  j 

\ • freedom  of  speech  / 

\ • suppression  of  / 

and  religion  / 

\.  personal  freedoms  / 

Give  one  piece  of  evidence  from  the  Truman  Doctrine  to  show  that  it  was  more  a political 
statement  favoring  a policy  of  containment  than  simply  an  economic  aid  policy  statement. 


Pieces  of  evidence  include  the  stated  U.S.  policy  to  support  free  people , and  the  assertion  that 
Greece  must  have  assistance  if  it  is  to  become  a self-supporting,  self-respecting  democracy.  The 
US.  purpose  was  to  prevent  communist  control  of  Greece.  The  speech  showed  the  polarization 
of  political  beliefs  that  capitalism!  democracy  was  {tall  good " and  communism  was  all  “ terror 
and  suppression." 

4.  Imagine  that  you  are  the  Soviet  foreign  minister,  Molotov.  Prepare  a brief  speech  to  the 
delegates  at  the  meeting  in  Silesia  which  took  place  after  the  Marshall  Plan  was  announced. 


In  your  speech,  include 

• your  reaction  to  the  American  offer  of  aid 

• your  reasons  for  opposing  the  Marshall  Plan 

• your  proposal  to  counter  the  Marshall  Plan 


As  you  write  your  speech,  try  to  project  yourself  into  the  mindset  of  a communist  leader  who, 
believing  in  the  value  of  policies  such  as  collective  ownership  and  control  of  economics,  is  faced 
with  explaining  why  war-tom  countries  should  not  accept  needed  economic  aid  from  a 
capitalistic  country  like  the  U.S.A. 

(The  RAFTS  strategy  on  the  left  has  been  included  to  help  you  organize  your  speech.) 
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Your  speech  should  include  the  following: 

• reaction  and  reasons  - to  denounce  the  Marshall  Plan  as  American  dollar-  ( economic ) 
imperialism 

• counter  proposals  - Cominform:  a bureau  to  coordinate  the  activities  of  Communist 
parties  in  Europe  - Comintern 

Is  your  speech  believable?  What  were  other  reasons  and  reactions  that  Molotov  might  have 
mentioned? 


Do  either  Exercise  5.  or  6.  Both  exercises  relate  to  the  events  of  the  Berlin  Crisis. 


5.  View  the  first  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  of  the  videotape  entitled  Cold  War  Confrontations.  The 
first  part  is  a review  of  material  you  have  already  covered  in  this  section.  The  last  part  deals  with 
the  Berlin  Crisis.  As  you  view  this  part,  list  the  events  of  the  crisis  starting  with  the  occupation 
of  Berlin  by  the  Allied  forces  and  ending  with  the  lifting  of  the  blockade. 

Your  notes  should  include  the  following: 

• Western  Allies  divide  Germany  and  Berlin. 

• Britain  and  the  U.S.  plan  to  establish  a West  German  government. 

• Western  Allies  introduce  the  Deutschmark  into  West  Germany. 

• Soviets  introduce  their  own  currency  into  all  of  Berlin. 

• The  U.S.  introduces  Deutschmark  into  West  Berlin. 

• USSR  blockades  land  routes  to  Berlin  from  West  Germany. 

• The  U.S.  airlifts  supplies  into  Berlin. 

• Soviets  lift  the  blockade. 


6.  a.  Examine  the  map  of  Germany  and  the  inset  map  of  Berlin.  What  particular  problem  do  you 
think  the  Western  Allies  faced  in  relation  to  Berlin? 

Berlin  is  located  inside  the  Soviet  zone  of  occupation. 


b.  Why  did  this  situation  exist?  (Refer  back  to  the  comparison  chart  of  Soviet  and  American 
actions  at  the  beginning  of  this  activity.) 

At  the  Potsdam  Conference,  the  Allies  agreed  to  divide  Germany  and  Berlin  into  four  zones 
of  occupation  until  a permanent  peace  agreement  could  be  reached. 
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7.  Given  this  situation,  the  Western  Allies  were  faced  with  a serious  dilemma.  Think  of  three 
choices  the  Western  Allies  had  in  dealing  with  this  situation  and  the  consequences  each  choice 
would  have  had. 


Choice 

Consequence 

Accept  defeat  and  let  the  USSR 
control  Berlin. 

USSR  would  increase  influence  in 
Germany  and  gain  advantage  in  the 
Cold  War  struggle. 

Use  military  force  to  break  through 
the  blockade. 

This  could  lead  to  war. 

Airlift  supplies  to  West  Berlin. 

This  would  help  maintain  western 
allied  control  of  West  Berlin. 
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Section  2:  Activity  2 

1.  On  the  following  outline  map,  identify  the  location  of  the  sixteen  member  nations  of  NATO 
using  a current  political  map  of  the  world  in  an  atlas  or  other  source  to  help  you.  Colour  in  the 
nations  belonging  to  the  alliance. 
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2.  On  the  outline  map  of  Europe,  identify  (label)  the  location  of  the  six  member  nations  of  the 
Warsaw  Pact  using  a current  political  map  of  the  world  in  an  atlas  or  other  source  to  help  you. 
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Section  2:  Activity  3 

1.  How  are  these  two  movements  for  independence  similar? 

Both  nations  wanted  independence  from  the  Soviet  Union's  control.  Both  movements  had  the 
support  of  the  people  within  their  country. 

2.  How  are  these  two  movements  for  independence  different? 

Yugoslavia  remained  independent  from  Soviet  domination , and  there  was  no  armed  conflict. 
Hungary  remained  tied  to  Soviet  domination,  and  military  support  was  used  against  the 
Hungarian  people. 

3.  Why  do  you  think  the  Soviet  Union  allowed  Yugoslavia,  but  not  Hungary,  to  remain  independent 
of  their  control? 

The  situations  occurred  at  different  times.  In  1948,  the  Soviets  had  other  problems  to  deal  with 
(Berlin  Crisis,  postwar  reconstruction,  and  so  on,)  while  in  1956,  they  were  primarily  concerned 
with  maintaining  the  unity  of  the  Warsaw  Pact. 

4.  Why  do  you  think  the  western  nations  did  not  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Hungarian  revolutionaries 
in  1956? 

Western  nations  wanted  to  avoid  direct  confrontation  between  the  East  and  the  West . 


Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  In  the  space  provided,  write  the  concepts  (there  may  be  more  than  one  concept)  to  which  each 
statement  applies. 

a.  The  western  and  eastern  nations  form  into  the  defensive  alliances  of  NATO  and  the  Warsaw 
Pact  respectively. 

containment,  balance  of  power 

b.  The  Americans  propose  a plan  of  economic  aid,  called  the  Marshall  Plan,  to  war-tom 
European  nations. 

expansionism 

c.  The  nations  of  Bulgaria,  Romania,  Poland,  Hungary,  Albania,  and  Czechoslovakia  come 
under  the  political  control  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

expansionism,  sphere  of  influence 
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& The  Western  Allies  conduct  a massive  airlift  of  supplies  into  West  Berlin  to  counter  the 
Soviet  blockade  of  land  routes. 

containment 

e.  Marshall  Tito  of  Yugoslavia  refuses  to  allow  Soviet  political  and  economic  control. 
independence 

f.  A civil  war  in  Greece  threatens  the  existence  of  that  nation’s  democratic  government. 
expansionism , independence 

g.  The  Soviets  successfully  detonate  an  atomic  bomb  in  1949. 
balance  of  power 

h.  In  October,  1956,  the  Communist  party  is  briefly  toppled  from  power  by  pro-reform 
revolutionaries  in  Hungary. 

independence 

i.  The  Western  Allies  establish  an  independent  government  in  West  Germany  and  make  plans 
to  rearm  Germany. 

sphere  of  influence,  balance  of  power 

j.  President  Truman  states  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  to  “support  free  peoples”  who 
are  resisting  communist  takeover. 

containment,  independence 

2.  Examine  the  map  that  follows. 

Now  do  the  following  exercise. 

For  each  of  the  nations  listed,  identify  the  concept(s)  to  which  it  most  strongly  applies,  e.g., 
Latvia  - sphere  of  influence,  expansionism. 

a.  Czechoslovakia:  expansionism,  sphere  of  influence 

b.  Turkey:  containment,  independence 

c.  Yugoslavia:  independence 

d.  France:  sphere  of  influence,  independence 
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Enrichment 

Do  one  or  both  of  the  following. 

1.  In  the  library,  research  all  or  some  of  the  following  topics: 

a.  the  methods  that  have  been  used  by  the  East  German  government  to  prevent  further  escape 
by  East  German  citizens  into  West  Germany 

b.  the  effects  this  had  upon  the  people  of  East  and  West  Berlin 

c.  the  main  agreements  reached  in  the  Four-Power  Agreement  on  Berlin  (1971) 

d.  the  main  agreements  reached  in  the  Basic  Treaty  between  East  and  West  Germany  (1972) 

e.  two  results  of  the  above-named  treaties 

f.  the  effects  that  being  “front-line”  states  in  the  military  and  political  division  of  Europe  has 
had  on  both  East  and  West  Germany 

g.  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  1989  in  the  relations  between  East  and  West 
Germany 

Write  this  information  in  a brief  report  of  150  to  200  words. 

What  follows  are  brief  answers  to  your  research  questions . * 

a.  They  built  the  Berlin  Wall. 

b.  Families  were  permanently  separated  from  each  other  and  West  Berlin  developed  a seige 
mentality. 

c.  West  Germany  received  the  right  of  access  to  West  Berlin.  West  Berliners  received  the  right 
to  enter  into  East  Berlin. 

d.  West  Germany  recognized  the  existence  of  East  Germany.  There  were  to  be  increased  trade 
and  cultural  and  personal  exchanges  between  East  and  West  Germany,  and  East  and  West 
Berlin. 

e.  East  Germany  became  a member  of  the  United  Nations.  The  treaties  showed  that  the  two 
Germanies  were  willing  to  tolerate  one  another. 

f.  There  were  huge  concentrations  of  conventional  and  nuclear  weapons  in  both  countries. 
There  are  major  peace  movements  in  both  countries. 

g.  Changes  have  occurred  rapidly  in  the  relations  between  East  and  West  Germany.  The  two 
nations  are  reunified  into  one  Germany.  Progress  is  being  made  in  having  the  US.  and 
USSR  remove  their  arsenals  from  German  soil. 
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2.  As  a member  of  NATO,  Canada  has  certain  obligations  to  perform.  One  of  these  involves  the 
testing  of  military  weapons.  Read  the  article  that  follows  entitled  “Testing  Issue”  to  identify  the 
arguments  both  for  and  against  the  testing  of  the  cruise  missile.  Complete  the  questions  at  the 
end  of  the  article. 

This  article  was  written  in  1983.  Since  then,  many  cruise  missile  tests  have  been  conducted  over 
western  Canada.  There  has  also  been  a major  thaw  in  relations  between  NATO  and  the  Warsaw 
Pact.  Base  your  answers  to  these  questions  on  recent  developments  as  well  as  the  article. 

a.  Why  does  the  U.S.  want  to  test  the  cruise  missile  in  Canada? 

The  landscape  is  similar  to  that  in  parts  of  the  USSR. 

b.  What  was  an  argument  in  favour  of  testing  the  cruise  missile? 

It  was  argued  that  Canada , as  a member  of  NATO,  had  an  obligation  to  allow  the  testing  of 
the  cruise  missile. 

c.  What  is  an  argument  against  the  testing  of  the  cruise  missile. 

The  superpowers  already  have  enough  nuclear  bombs  to  destroy  the  world  many  times  over. 
There  is  a greater  chance  of  nuclear  war  because  of  the  nature  of  the  cruise  missile . Many 
people  believe  Canada , as  a peaceful  nation , should  not  play  any  role  that  increases  the 
world's  nuclear  arsenal. 

d.  What  is  your  position  on  this  issue?  Defend  your  answer.  , 

Answers  will  vary  here.  Have  you  defended  your  position  clearly? 


Section  2 Assignment 

One  of  the  concepts  with  which  you  dealt  in  this  section  was  independence  - the  right  of  a nation  to 
govern  itself  without  outside  interference  from  another  nation.  You  examined  two  case  studies  of 
nations  attempting  to  achieve  independence  from  the  Soviet  Union’s  control  during  the  early  years  of 
the  Cold  War  - Yugoslavia  and  Hungary.  Yugoslavia  was  successful,  Hungary  was  not. 

Imagine  that  it  is  1956  and  that  you  are  a Hungarian  student  who  has  recently  taken  part  in  the  revolt 
against  the  Soviets.  Write  a personal  letter  to  your  cousin  in  Yugoslavia  who  is  a student  of  the  same 
age  as  yourself.  In  your  letter,  compare  the  Hungarian  attempts  at  achieving  independence  from  the 
Soviets,  with  those  of  the  Yugoslavs.  Your  comparison  should  include 

• the  reasons  each  nation  had  for  desiring  independence 

• the  methods  used  by  each  nation  to  achieve  independence 

• the  Soviet  response  toward  each  nation 

• the  results  of  the  movements  for  independence 

Try  to  put  yourself  into  the  shoes  of  a Hungarian  at  the  time. 
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This  is  a RAFTS  assignment  (role,  audience,  format,  topic,  and  strong  verb).  Marks  should  be 
awarded  according  to  how  well  the  student  meets  the  requirements  of  this  RAFTS  Assignment. 

Role:  Hungarian  student  who  has  just  taken  part  in  the  1956  revolt  against  the  Soviets  in  Hungary 
Audience:  Yugoslav  cousin  (also  a student) 

Format:  personal  letter 

Topic:  comparison  of  the  Hungarian  and  Yugoslav  movements  for  independence 
Strong  Verbs:  anger  and  hope 

The  comparison  must  address  the  following  ideas 


Yugoslavia 

Hungary 

Reasons 

• Marshall  Tito  wanted  to  develop  a 
Marxist-Leninist  society  and  develop 
relations  with  the  West. 

• Khrushchev’s  speech  seemed  to 
suggest  that  satellite  nations  could 
pursue  their  own  style  of  communism. 

Methods 

• Tito  and  Yugoslav  people  resisted 
efforts  by  the  Soviets  to  control  the 
economy  and  government. 

• These  were  armed  demonstrations. 

• Gero  was  replaced  with  Nagy. 

• The  one-party  system  was  abolished 
and  the  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
Warsaw  Pact  was  announced  . 

Soviet 

Response 

• The  USSR  expelled  Yugoslavia  from 
Cominform  and  withdrew  economic 
aid. 

• The  USSR  sent  in  tanks  and  soldiers  to 
stop  the  revolt. 

Results 

• Yugoslavia  maintained  its 
independence. 

• Soviets  maintained  control  over 
Hungary. 

• The  unity  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  was  kept 
intact 
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Section  3:  Superpower  Interaction  in  Asia  and  the  Middle  East 

Key  Concepts: 

• global  collective  security 

• spheres  influence 

• expansionism 

• limited  war 

In  Section  3 students  will  examine  case  studies  of  the  Korean  War  and  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict  in 
order  to  acquire  a better  understanding  of  post-World  War  II  tensions.  Indirect  confrontations 
between  the  superpowers  and  the  role  of  the  United  Nations  will  be  studied. 

Section  3:  Activity  1 

1.  The  events  described  above  were  occurring  at  the  same  time  as  the  Berlin  Crisis  in  Europe. 
Refer  back  to  Section  2 and  the  Berlin  Crisis  to  help  you  identify  two  similarities  and  two 
differences  in  the  actions  taken  by  both  superpowers  in  these  two  parts  of  the  world. 

Write  these  into  the  comparison  chart  that  follows. 


Similarities 

Differences 

• Soviets  and  the  U.S . were  both 
attempting  to  expand  their 
influence  into  Asia  and  Europe. 

• Americans  were  attempting  to 
contain  Soviet  expansionism. 
Soviets  were  attempting  to 
balance  what  they  saw  as 
American  expansionism . 

• The  Soviets  were  prevented 
from  expanding  throughout 
Berlin  and  Korea.  The  U.S.  also 
could  not  expand  its  influence 
further. 

• The  Western  Allies  supported  each 
other  in  Berlin. 

• The  UN  forces  repelled  the  North 
Koreans  in  Korea. 

• There  was  direct  confrontation 
between  the  superpowers  in  Berlin. 

• There  was  indirect  confrontation 
between  the  superpowers  in  Korea. 
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2.  Why  do  you  think  the  Americans  asked  the  UN  to  settle  the  election  dispute  in  Korea,  but  did  not 
ask  them  to  intervene  in  the  Berlin  Crisis? 

The  U.S.  wanted  to  prevent  direct  confrontation  in  Korea.  There  was,  perhaps,  more  at  stake  in 
Europe  as  there  were  more  western-style  democracies  there. 

3.  Do  either  a.  or  b. 

a.  Watch  the  final  ten  minutes  of  the  videotape  entitled  Cold  War  Confrontations  for  an 
overview  of  the  events  of  the  Korean  War.  As  you  watch,  make  brief  notes  about  the  major 
events  of  this  confrontation. 

Viewing  notes  should  include  the  following  : 

• Korea  is  divided  into  two  zones  of  occupation.  The  USSR  would  occupy  the  North  and 
the  USA.  would  occupy  the  South.  The  thirty-eighth  parallel  was  the  borderline 
between  them. 

• UN  attempts  at  unifying  Korea  fail.  The  Republic  of  South  Korea  is  established  in 
the  South  and  the  Democratic  Republic  of  North  Korea  is  established  in  the  North. 

• In  1950,  the  North  Koreans  suddenly  attack  South  Korea. 

• The  UN  Security  Council  votes  to  send  in  troops  to  repel  the  invaders  after  the  North 
Koreans  refuse  to  withdraw  from  the  South. 

• UN  troops  are  successful  in  pushing  North  Koreans  back  across  the  thirty-eighth 
parallel  MacArthur  decides  to  cross  the  Yalu  River  to  extend  the  fight  against  the 
Chinese  communists. 

• The  Chinese  help  the  North  Koreans  push  UN  troops  back  to  the  thirty-eighth  parallel. 

• An  armistice  is  signed  in  1953,  where  it  is  agreed  that  the  thirty-eighth  parallel  would 
be  the  border  between  the  North  and  the  South. 

b.  Use  the  series  of  maps  and  the  time  line  to  answer  the  questions  that  follow. 

(1)  How  did  the  United  Nations  react  to  the  North  Korean  invasion? 

The  UN  demanded  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  North  Korean  troops.  When  North 

Korea  refused  this  demand,  the  UN  decided  to  send  UN  forces  into  Korea  to  help  South 

Korea. 

(2)  How  successful  were  the  UN  forces  between  September  and  November  of  1950? 

They  pushed  the  North  Koreans  back  into  North  Korea  and  took  control  of  large  areas  of 

territory. 
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(3)  Why  did  Communist  China  become  involved  in  the  confrontation? 

General  MacArthur  threatened  to  cross  the  Yalu  River  into  China.  He  planned  to  carry 
the  War  into  China. 

(4)  What  was  the  result  of  the  Chinese  involvement  in  the  War? 

The  Chinese  helped  the  North  Koreans  drive  the  UN  forces  back  to  the  thirty-eighth 
parallel. 

4.  Why  did  the  UN  Security  Council  claim  that  the  government  of  South  Korea  was  the  lawful 
government? 

The  Security  Council  stated  that  the  South  Korean  government  was  based  on  elections  which 
were  a valid  expression  of  the  free  will  of  the  electorate. 

5.  What  were  the  three  demands  that  the  Security  Council  made  upon  North  Korea? 

The  three  demands  were 

• immediate  cease-fire 

• withdrawal  of  North  Korean  forces  to  the  thirty-eighth  parallel 

• assistance  of  UN  members  in  getting  the  North  Koreans  to  meet  the  first  two  demands 


6.  Why  did  North  Korea  claim  that  the  solution  of  the  United  Nations  Security  Council  was  illegal? 

North  Korea  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  decision  made  by  the  UN.  The  USSR  was  not 
present  at  the  Security  Council  meeting.  Communist  China  was  not  a member  of  the  UN. 


7.  What  was  the  recommendation  made  by  the  Security  Council  to  deal  with  the  North  Korean 
aggression  against  the  South? 

The  Security  Council  asked  the  members  of  the  UN  to  help  South  Korea  repel  the  armed  attack 
and  to  restore  international  peace  and  security  in  the  area. 

8.  Compare  the  goals  of  the  UN  in  Korea,  in  1947,  (refer  to  the  beginning  of  this  activity)  with  the 
terms  of  the  armistice  of  1953.  Which  goals  were  achieved  by  the  UN  after  three  long  years  of 
war?  Explain  your  answer. 

None  of  the  goals  were  achieved.  Korea  was  still  not  unified,  and  there  remained  a communist 
government  in  the  North. 
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9.  a.  On  the  scale  below,  indicate  for  each  of  the  preceding  points  of  view,  whether  you  agree  or 
disagree,  by  circling  the  letter  which  corresponds  closest  to  your  opinion. 


Strongly  Disagree 

Strongly  Agree 

United  Nations 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

South  Korea 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

United  States 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Soviet  Union 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b.  With  which  point  of  view  are  you  most  in  agreement?  Give  two  reasons  for  your  opinion. 

a.  and  b.  Answers  will  vary  here.  Were  you  able  to  give  two  sound  reasons  for  your 
opinion? 
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10.  Use  the  chart  and  map  that  follow  to  answer  the  questions  that  come  after  them. 


American  Military  Alliances  1947-1958 


Alliance 

Year  Formed 

Members 

Purpose 

Rio  Inter- American 
Defence  Treaty 

1947-1948 

U.S.A.,  Latin  American 
Nations  of  the 
Organization  of  American 
States  (OAS) 

common  defence  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere 

North  Atlantic  Treaty 
Organization  (NATO) 

1949 

Belgium,  Canada, 
Denmark,  France, 

West  Germany.Greece, 
Iceland,  Italy, 
Luxembourg,  Holland, 
Norway,  Portugual,  Spain, 
Turkey,  United  Kingdom, 
U.S.A. 

to  guarantee  the  security 
and  freedom  of  member 
countries  through  a 
system  of  collective 
defence 

American-Japanese 

Security 

Pact 

1950 

Japan,  U.S.A. 

America  pledges  to  assist 
Japan  if  attacked;  also  to 
establish  military  bases 
on  Japan. 

ANZUS 

1951 

Australia,  New  Zealand, 
U.S.A. 

mutual  defence 
agreement  act  to  meet  a 
common  danger 

Southeast  Asia 
Treaty 
Organization 
(SEATO) 

1954 

(phased  out  1976) 

United  Kingdom,  France, 
Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Pakistan,  Thailand, 
Philippines,  U.S.A. 

to  provide  a system  of 
collective  defence  in 
Southeast  Asia 

Baghdad  Pact  (later 
Central  Treaty 
Organization 
CENTO) 

1955 

United  Kingdom,  Turkey, 
Iran,  Iraq,  Pakistan 
(withdrew  1958), 
supported  by  U.S.A. 

military  alliance  in  central 
Asia  to  counter 
aggression  in  the  region 

North  American 
Aerospace  Defense 
(NORAD) 

1958 

Canada,  U.S.A. 

radar  networks 
established  to  give 
warning  and  to  coordinate 
defence  against  a 
surprise  nuclear  strike  by 
the  Soviets 
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a.  Use  a coloured  pencil  to  shade  in  the  arrows  on  the  map  which  identify  the  American 
military  alliances. 

b.  What  conclusion  about  the  U.S.  policy  of  containment  can  you  make  from  the  map? 

The  alliances  completely  encircled  the  USSR  and  China.  They  did  not  include  Africa. 

c.  If  you  were  a political  leader  in  the  Soviet  Union,  how  would  you  view  these  alliances? 
These  alliances  would  be  seen  as  threatening  to  the  national  security  of  the  USSR. 

d.  (1)  Which  nations  belonged  to  more  than  two  alliances? 

The  U.SA.  and  U.K.  are  members  of  more  than  two  alliances. 

(2)  Why  might  this  be? 

The  U.S.  was  developing  its  policy  of  containment. 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

1.  Using  the  information  in  the  time  line,  identify  three  reasons  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
Jewish  people  in  Palestine. 

• The  British  encouraged  J ewish  immigration  to  Palestine  in  1920. 

• Nazi  treatment  of  Jews  led  to  further  immigration  (1933-1939). 

• Immigration  increased  after  the  Arab-Israeli  War  (1950). 

2.  From  the  information  contained  on  the  preceding  map,  explain  how  the  Israelis  reacted  to  the 
Arab  invasion,  and  explain  the  result  of  this  reaction. 

The  Israelis  immediately  attacked  back.  As  a result  of  the  war,  the  Israelis  expanded  their 
territory  to  the  north,  south,  and  east. 

3.  What  are  two  reasons  for  the  importance  of  the  Suez  Canal? 

• The  canal  helps  to  cut  down  the  time  and  cost  of  moving  cargo. 

• The  canal  provides  a vital  shortcut  for  oil  tankers  to  carry  crude  oil  to  Europe. 

4.  Why  would  a nation,  such  as  Egypt,  want  to  nationalize  the  Suez  Canal? 

A nation,  such  as  Egypt,  would  nationalize  the  canal  in  order  to  earn  the  money  from  canal 
tolls  to  finance  national  development  projects. 

5.  Do  either  Part  A or  Part  B. 

Part  A 

Listen  to  “Side  One:  The  United  Nations:  A Force  for  Peace”  from  the  audiotape  series  Cooperation 
and  Conflict  Among  Nations  (Tape  5).  As  you  listen,  complete  the  retrieval  chart  that  follows. 
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Retrieval  Chart:  Suez  Canal,  1956 


Who 

Was 

Involved? 

What  Themes 
or  Goals  Were 
They  Pursuing? 

What  Factors 
Influenced 
Their  Decisions? 

What  Methods  Did 
They  Choose  to 
Achieve  Their 
Goals? 

Egypt 

• economic 
growth 

• sovereignty 
(national 
independence) 

• personal  view  of 
Nasser’s 
(nationalism) 

• policies  of  other 
nations 

• economic  action 
(nationalization  of 
the  Suez) 

• war 

Israel 

• economic 
growth 

• social  justice 

• past  experiences 
with  Arabs 

• policies  of  other 
nations  (France 
and  Britain) 

• military 
intervention 

• war 

Britain 

• economic 
growth 
(Suez  is 
economically 
important) 

• geography 

• military 
intervention 

France 

• economic 
growth 

• geography 

• military 
intervention 

U.S.A. 

• peace  and 
security 

• economic 
growth 

• geography 

• power 

• global  collective 
security 

• threat  of  war  and 
economic  reprisals 

USSR 

• peace  and 
security 

• geography 

• power 

• threat  of  war 

Canada 

• peace  and 
international 
(global)  security 

• ideology 

• personal  view 

of  Prime  Minister 
Pearson 

• diplomacy  and 
negotiation 

• global  collective 
security 
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PartB 

Use  the  reading  guide  that  follows  to  answer  the  questions  that  come  after  it. 

In  the  chart  that  follows,  read  the  instructions  in  the  column  on  the  left  to  answer  the  questions  in  the 
column  on  the  right. 


a.  Read  the  first  two  sentences  in 
the  first  paragraph. 

What  were  three  reasons  for  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  Egyptian 
people? 

b.  Read  the  first  and  second 
sentences  of  the  second 
paragraph. 

(1)  When  did  Egypt  become  a 
republic? 

(2)  Why  did  this  happen? 

c.  Read  the  first  sentence,  third 
paragraph. 

Read  the  third  sentence,  third 
paragraph. 

(1 ) Why  were  British  troops  in 
Egypt? 

(2)  What  agreement  was  reached 
between  the  British  and 
Egyptians? 

d.  Read  the  first  sentence,  fourth 
paragraph. 

Read  the  second  sentence, 
fourth  paragraph. 

Read  the  last  sentence,  fourth 
paragraph. 

(1)  What  was  Nasser’s  goal  for 
Egypt? 

(2)  What  “deal”  did  Nasser  make 
with  Czechoslovakia? 

(3)  What  were  the  three  reasons  for 
building  the  High  Dam  at 
Aswan? 

e.  Read  the  first  two  sentences, 
fifth  paragraph. 

Read  the  last  sentence,  fifth 
paragraph. 

(1)  Why  did  the  U.S.  and  Great 
Britain  withdraw  their  offer  to 
help  finance  the  Aswan  Dam? 

(2)  How  did  Nasser  respond  to  their 
withdrawal  of  financial  aid? 

f.  Read  the  third  sentence,  sixth 
paragraph. 

Why  did  Nasser  nationalize  the 
Suez  Canal? 

g.  Read  all  of  the  seventh 
paragraph. 

(1)  What  actions  did  Nasser  take 
against  Israel? 

(2)  Why  did  France  and  Britain 
become  concerned  over  the 
nationalizing  of  the  canal? 

h.  Read  the  last  sentence,  eighth 
paragraph. 

Why  did  Israel  attack  Egypt? 

i.  Read  the  third  sentence,  ninth 
paragraph. 

What  two  reasons  might  France  and 
Britain  have  had  for  attacking 
Egypt? 

j.  Read  the  second  and  third 
sentences,  tenth  paragraph. 

(1)  What  was  the  United  Nations’ 
demand? 

(2)  What  were  two  results  of  this 
demand? 
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a.  King  Farouk’s  government  was  corrupt  and  inefficient.  There  were  social  and  economic 
inequalities  in  Egypt.  The  British  were  involved  in  Egypt’ s affairs. 

b.  (1 ) Egypt  became  a republic  on  June  18, 1953. 

(2)  A military  revolt  against  Farouk forced  him  to  abdicate. 

c.  (1 ) They  were  there  to  control  the  Suez  Canal. 

(2)  Britain  reserved  the  right  to  reoccupy  the  base  at  Suez  if  Egypt,  Turkey,  or  any  of  the 
Arab  states  were  attacked. 

d.  (1 ) His  goal  was  to  build  up  the  military  and  economic  strength  in  Egypt. 

(2)  Nasser  agreed  to  exchange  Egyptian  cotton  for  Czech  planes,  tanks,  and  artillery. 

(3)  Three  reasons  were 

• to  increase  Egypt’s  agricultural  output  by  50  percent 

• to  help  the  irrigation  and  reclamation  of  two  million  acres 

• to  provide  electricity  necessary  for  industrialization 

e.  (1)  The  U.S.  and  UK.  were  disturbed  by  Egypt’s  cotton! arms  deal  and  by  the  anti-western 

attitude  of  the  Egyptian  government. 

(2)  Nasser  seized  and  nationalized  the  Suez  Canal. 

f.  He  would  use  the  toll  revenues  from  the  canal  to  help  finance  the  Aswan  Dam  project. 

g.  (1)  He  barred  Israeli  ships  from  the  canal  and  he  interfered  with  other  vessels  bound  to  and 

from  Israel. 

(2)  Nasser  might  cut  off  oil  supplies  to  France  or  Britain  through  the  Suez  Canal. 

h.  Israel  attacked  to  crush  Egypt’s  military  strength,  and  to  destroy  Egyptian  bases  that  were 
used  as  jumping  off’  places  for  border  raids  against  them. 

i.  They  might  have  wanted  to  safeguard  the  Suez  Canal  or  to  regain  sufficient  power  to  make 
Nasser  place  the  canal  under  international  control. 

j.  (1)  They  demanded  that  the  UK.,  France,  and  Israel  withdraw  from  Egypt. 

(2)  The  three  nations  withdrew  and  a UN  emergency  force  was  sent  to  patrol  the  borders 


6.  Contrast  the  role  of  the  UN  in  the  Korean  War  with  that  of  its  role  in  the  Suez  Crisis.  How  were  they 
different? 

Korean  War  Crisis  - The  UN  sent  in  combat  troops  to  fight  against  the  North  Koreans. 

Suez  Crisis  - The  UN  sent  in  peacekeeping  troops  to  patrol  a ceasefire  zone  until  a permanent 
peace  could  be  agreed  upon. 
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Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  For  each  of  the  following  statements,  underline  the  cause  and  circle  the  effect.  An  example  has 

been  provided:  Marv  scored  the  final  points  in  the  game  and(led  her  team  to  victory ) Remember 

that  most  of  these  situations  were  more  complex  than  one  cause  and  effect  statement  suggests. 

What  you  were  asked  to  circle  will  be  written  in  italics  in  the  answers  that  follow. 

a.  When  the  USSR  resisted  attempts  to  unify  Korea  under  a democratic  government,  the  U.S. 
asked  the  United  Nations  to  intervene. 

b.  The  Democratic  Republic  of  Korea  was  established  after  the  Soviets  held  elections  in  the 
North. 

c.  The  Soviet  Union  and  China  signed  a treaty  of  “friendship  and  mutual  assistance ” after  the 
Chinese  Communist  Revolution. 

d.  An  emergency  session  of  the  UN  Security  Council  was  called  immediately  following  the 
North  Korean  invasion  of  South  Korea. 

e.  Because  the  Soviets  were  boycotting  the  Security  Council,  the  recommendation  to  send  UN 
forces  to  assist  South  Korea  was  passed. 

f.  The  Chinese  became  involved  in  the  Korean  War  when  Mac  Arthur  crossed  the  Yalu  River. 

g.  The  U.S.A,  continued  to  pursue  its  policy  of  Soviet  containment  after  the  Korean  War  bv 
entering  into  military  alliances  such  as  SEATO  and  CENTO. 

h.  Arabs  living  in  the  Palestine  Mandate  grew  more  and  more  hostile  toward  the  Jews  as  a 
result  of  increased  Jewish  immigration  into  the  area. 

i.  The  1948  Arab-Israeli  War  began  when  the  Arabs  refused  to  accept  the  existence  of  the 
newly  created  state  of  Israel. 

j.  As  a result  of  the  Arab-Israeli  War  0948).  Israel  increased  in  size  by  50  percent  of  its 
original  dimensions  under  the  UN  Partition  Plan. 
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k.  Nasser  nationalized  the  Suez  Canal  in  order  to  receive  funds  to  help  build  the  High  Aswan 
Dam. 

l.  In  order  to  destroy  Egyptian  military  strength,  Israel  attacked  Egypt. 

m.  When  Egypt  continued  fighting  against  Israel,  the  French  and  British  attacked  in  order  to 
safeguard  the  Suez  Canal . 

n.  Britain,  France,  and  Israel  left  Egypt  after  the  United  Nations  demanded  their  withdrawal. 

o.  In  order  to  maintain  a truce  between  Egypt  and  Israel,  the  UN  sent  peacekeeping  troops  into 
the  Suez  area. 

2.  View  the  videotape  entitled  Israel  and  the  Arab  States  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Suez  Crisis. 
While  viewing,  fill  in  the  following  retrieval  chart. 


Arab-lsraeli  War,  1948 

Suez  Crisis,  1956 

Causes  of  the 
Confrontation 

Arabs  attacked  when  Israel 
declared  itself  an  independent 
state. 

Israel  attacked  because 
of  Nasser’ s nationalism  and 
the  nationalization  of  the 
Suez  Canal . ! 

Nations 

Involved 

Israel,  Egypt,  Jordan,  Syria , 
Lebanon,  and  the  Arab  League 
were  involved. 

Egypt,  Israel,  France,  and 
Britain  were  involved. 

United  Nations 
Involvement 

The  UN  suggested  the  Partition 
Plan.  Israel  accepted,  but  the 
Arabs  denounced  the  plan  and 
attacked.  The  UN  gave  the 
Gaza  Strip  to  the  Egyptians  to 
patrol  after  the  War  ended. 

The  UN  sent  in 
peacekeeping  troops  to 
supervise  a ceasefire  zone 
until  a peace  agreement 
could  be  reached. 

Results  of  the 
Confrontation 

Arabs  were  defeated.  Israel 
increased  the  size  of  the 
state  by  50  percent. 

Egypt  retained  control  of 
the  Suez.  Israel  gained 
more  territory.  France 
and  Britain  were 
humiliated. 
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Enrichment 

Since  1945,  the  United  Nations  has  been  involved  in  many  international  disputes.  One  such 
confrontation  was  that  between  India  and  Pakistan  over  Kashmir  in  1947.  Use  the  library  to  research 
the  following  information  about  this  conflict  and  the  UN’s  involvement  in  it 

a.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  dispute  between  India  and  Pakistan  in  the  late  1940s? 

b.  How  successful  was  the  UN’s  action  at  this  time? 

c.  What  action  was  taken  by  the  UN  when  trouble  flared  up  again  in  1965  and  1975? 

d.  How  effective  has  the  UN’s  action  in  this  area  been  since  1947? 

Summarize  your  answers  to  these  questions  in  a brief  150-200  word  essay. 

The  following  points  should  appear  in  your  essay.  There  was  a dispute  over  Kashmir . India  claimed 
that  Pakistan  was  helping  tribesmen  and  others  to  invade  Kashmir,  and  fighting  was  taking  place. 
Pakistan  denied  these  accusations  and  made  complaints  about  India.  The  UN  sent  a 
commission  to  the  area,  and  a ceasefire  was  agreed  to;  but  the  basic  problem  was  not  resolved. 

In  1965,  fierce  fighting  again  broke  out.  The  UN  Security  Council  called  for  a ceasefire,  a UN 
Military  Observer  Group  (MOG)  was  strengthened  in  Kashmir,  and  a new  MOG  was  set  up  between 
India  and  Pakistan . In  1975,  civil  war  in  East  Pakistan  (now  Bangladesh ) caused  millions  of 
refugees  to  flee  into  India.  The  governments  of  East  Pakistan  and  India  refused  UN  assistance  in 
dealing  with  the  refugee  problem. 

Overall,  the  UN  has  been  unable  to  find  a long-term  solution  to  this  problem  area. 


Section  3 Assignment 

In  this  section  you  examined  the  Korean  War  and  two  Middle  East  conflicts.  The  United  Nations 
was  involved  in  each  of  these  situations. 

1.  Complete  the  retrieval  chart  on  the  opposite  page  comparing  the  UN’s  role  in  the  Korean  War 
and  the  Suez  Crisis. 
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Role  of  the  United  Nations  in  Korea  and  the  Suez 


United  Nations 

Korean  War 
(1950-1953) 

Suez  Crisis 
(1956) 

When  the  UN 
Became  Involved 

They  became  involved  at 
the  beginning  of  the 
dispute. 

They  became  involved  at 
the  end  of  the  dispute. 

Why  the  UN 
Became  Involved 

The  United  Nations 
Security  Council  voted  to 
send  forces  into  Korea  to 
help  the  South  Koreans 
repel  the  North  Koreans. 

Prime  Minister  Pearson 
proposed  the  idea  of 
sending  peacekeeping 
troops  into  the  Suez  to 
keep  the  Egyptians  and 
Israelis  from  further 
war. 

Nations  Supplying 
Forces 

• Sixteen  nations 
supplied  forces. 

• Ninety  percent  came 
from  the  U.SA. 

Yugoslavia,  India,  and 
Canada  supplied  forces. 

Types  of  Forces 
Sent 

Combat  forces  were 
sent. 

Peacekeeping  forces 
were  sent. 

Action  Taken  to 
Stop  the  Conflict 

For  three  years,  UN 
forces  fought  to  defeat 
the  North  Koreans. 
(Students  may  recount 
many  of  the  actual 
events.) 

These  forces  were  to 
patrol  the  ceasefire  zone 
until  a permanent  peace 
agreement  could  be 
reached. 

Achievements  - 
Results  of  UN 
Involvement 

Nothing  was  achieved. 
Many  soldiers  and 
civilians  died.  Korea  still 
remains  divided  at  the  38th 
parallel  although  it  can 
be  argued  that  South 
Korea  is  still  " free.” 

They  succeeded  in 
preventing  further 
fighting  in  the  ceasefire 
area  until  1967  when 
ordered  out  by  Nasser. 
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2.  In  a brief  paragraph  (50-100  words),  use  the  two  events  you  compared  in  the  retrieval  chart  to 
evaluate  the  success  of  the  United  Nations  in  achieving  global  collective  security.  Specifically, 
explain  the  effectiveness  of  the  United  Nations  as  a global  collective  security  organization.  You 
may  refer  to  UN  involvement  in  recent  events  in  the  Middle  East  as  well. 

The  paragraph  can  have  either  of  the  following  ideas  or  positions  : 

• Yes,  the  UN  has  been  successful  as  a global  collective  security  organization . 

Reasons  - Members  of  the  UN’s  General  Assembly  have  worked  together  to  reduce  or 
prevent  conflict  (Korea,  Suez,  India! Pakistan) 

- UN  forces  have  succeeded  in  preventing  the  spread  of  confrontations  in  the 
Middle  East. 

- The  UN  forces  were  successful  in  preventing  the  spread  of  North  Korean 
aggression. 


• No,  the  UN  has  not  been  successful  as  a global  collective  security  organization. 

Reasons  - The  UN  is  used  only  when  the  superpowers  do  not  want  to  be  directly 
involved  with  each  other. 

- The  Security  Council  is  controlled  by  the  superpowers. 

- The  UN  did  not  achieve  any  of  its  goals  in  Korea  (a  united  "free”  Korea). 

- Conflicts,  such  as  those  between  India  and  Pakistan,  continue  to  be 
problems. 

Your  discussion  of  UN  success  in  global  security  should  also  take  into  account  the  results  of  the 
Iraq-Middle  East  crisis  of  1990-1991. 
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Section  4:  Superpower  Interaction  in  Central  America 

Key  concepts: 

• brinkmanship 

• balance  of  power 

• Cold  War 

Section  4 focuses  on  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  as  an  example  of  a flare-up  in  the  tensions  between  the 
superpowers.  Students  should  see  how  the  superpowers  have  not  tolerated  interference  in  their 
spheres  of  influence  and  how  nuclear  weapons  can  have  both  a stabilizing  and  a destabilizing  effect. 

Section  4:  Activity  1 

1.  Based  upon  the  preceding  information,  how  would  the  Americans  likely  react  to  interference  in 
Cuban  affairs  by  a nation  other  than  the  U.S.A.? 

Americans  would  likely  not  tolerate  any  outside  interference  within  their  sphere  of  influence. 

2.  Starting  with  the  Batista  regime,  outline  in  a flowchart  the  events  that  led  to  the  Soviet-Cuba 
alliance  in  1961. 


1950s 


I 

1958 


- Batista  rules  Cuba  with  a dictatorship;  people  are  poor, 
government  is  corrupt 


- Revolution  begins  against  Batista. 


1 959  - Castro  becomes  leader  of  Cuba. 

- Castro  begins  to  nationalize  American  industries. 

- Castro  turns  to  the  USSR  for  economic  aid. 


I960  - CIA  begins  training  Cuban  exiles  in  Nicaragua. 


1961  - Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba  a failure 

- Castro  announces  his  plans  to  make  Cuba  a communist 
nation. 

- Cuba  enters  into  a Soviet-Cuban  alliance  of  military  and 

j economic  aid. 

1962 
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3.  Identify  two  major  reasons  why  Castro  strengthened  Cuba’s  ties  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

• Economic  relations  with  the  US.  had  been  ended. 

• The  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  threatened  the  future  national  security  of  Cuba. 

4.  a.  Could  the  U.S.  have  prevented  this  from  happening? 

Yes. 

b.  What  was  one  other  choice,  besides  the  severing  of  diplomatic  and  economic  ties,  that  the 
U.S.  could  have  made? 

The  US.  could  have  entered  into  diplomatic  negotiations  with  Castro  to  reach  agreements 
based  on  mutual  tolerance  and  understanding. 

5.  a.  Based  on  what  you  have  learned  about  the  Cold  War  in  this  module,  give  two  reasons  why 

you  think  the  U.S.  acted  in  the  way  they  did? 

• It  was  the  Cold  War  Era.  The  US.  held  very  strict  beliefs  about  communism. 

• The  presence  of  a communist  Cuba  within  the  U.S.  sphere  of  influence  was  perceived 
as  a threat  to  national  security. 

You  may  have  thought  of  other  reasons. 


6.  In  what  ways  did  the  emergence  of  the  new  Cuban  government  under  Castro  influence  the 
foreign  policies  of  the  U.S.A.  and  the  USSR? 

• The  USA.  severed  economic  and  diplomatic  ties  with  Cuba  and  attempted  to  overthrow 
the  Castro  government. 

• The  USSR  developed  economic  and  diplomatic  ties  with  Cuba  and  started  to  develop 
missile  sites  in  Cuba. 


Social  Studies  30 


39 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  7 


Section  4:  Activity  2 

1.  On  the  following  chart,  list  as  many  choices  as  possible  that  President  Kennedy  had  in  dealing 
with  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis.  Identify  one  consequence  for  each  choice  listed. 

Answers  may  vary  here , but  should  include  some  of  the  following  ideas . 


Choice 

Consequence 

Bomb  missile  sites. 

This  would  kill  Soviet  technicians 
which  might  start  a war. 

Stop  Soviet  ships  from  arriving  in 
Cuba. 

Soviets  could  attack  the  U.S.A. 

Demand  that  the  Soviets  withdraw 
their  missiles. 

Soviets  could  refuse. 

Do  nothing. 

U.S.  national  security  could  be 
threatened. 

Threaten  USSR  with  nuclear  attack. 

This  would  risk  a nuclear  war. 

2.  Brinkmanship  was  used  in  1948  in  another  direct  confrontation  between  the  superpowers. 

a.  Name  the  crisis,  and  identify  the  superpower  using  the  strategy  of  brinkmanship. 

The  crisis  was  the  Berlin  Crisis  (1948).  The  USSR  used  this  technique. 

b.  How  did  the  crisis  end? 

The  Soviets  backed  down. 
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3.  Evaluate  the  success  of  Kennedy’s  strategy.  Specifically,  did  brinkmanship  work? 
Kennedy’s  strategy  was  successful.  The  Soviets  backed  down. 

4.  Express  your  opinion  on  the  following  statement.  Give  two  reasons  for  your  opinion. 

Nations  having  nuclear  missiles  should  threaten  to  use  them  if  they  feel  their  national 
security  is  at  risk. 

Here  are  some  possible  answers. 

Agree: 

• It  protects  national  security. 

• It  prevents  acts  of  aggression  by  other  nations  as  assured  destruction  would  result. 
Disagree: 

• It  threatens  global  security. 

• It  risks  total  nuclear  war. 

Section  4:  Activity  3 

1.  Summarize  the  results  of  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  in  three  or  four  sentences. 

• The  U.S.  was  determined  not  to  allow  Soviet  influence  to  expand  into  its  sphere  of 
influence. 

• A direct  hotline  was  installed  between  Washington  and  Moscow. 

• The  superpowers  entered  into  a period  of  detente  - a relaxation  of  Cold  War  tensions. 

Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  Listen  to  side  one  of  the  tape  entitled  Cold  War:  The  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  (Tape  2).  As  you 
listen,  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  How  does  the  newspaper  reporter  explain  Cuba’s  relationship  to  the  United  States? 

• The  Cubans  are  revolutionaries. 

• The  U.S.  sees  revolutionaries  as  communists. 

• Communists  are  Soviets. 

• Soviets  are  enemies  of  the  U.SA.,  therefore , Cuba  is  an  enemy  of  the  USA. 
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b.  How  does  the  reporter  explain  how  the  world  is  organized. 

The  reporter’s  view  is  that  the  world  is  divided  into  two  ' sides .'  One  side  is  dominated  by 
the  U.SA.t  the  other  by  the  USSR. 

c.  Why  does  the  reporter  say  that  Cuba  will  have  no  influence  in  the  crisis  taking  place  between 
the  U.S. A.  and  USSR? 

The  view  is  that  Cuba  is  being  used  by  the  USSR  as  a test  to  see  how  far  it  can  push  the 
U.SA.  within  its  sphere  of  influence. 

Enrichment 

1.  Write  a different  ending  to  the  story  of  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis.  Instead  of  the  Soviet  Union 
withdrawing  its  missiles  from  Cuba,  describe  how  the  Crisis  might  have  ended  if  Khrushchev 
had  not  agreed  to  Kennedy’s  demands. 

Answers  will  vary  here.  Could  an  incident  like  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  lead  to  a nuclear  war? 


Final  Module  Assignment 

Throughout  this  module,  you  have  studied  how  the  superpowers  established  spheres  of  influence 
through  the  domination  of  weaker  nations.  It  has  been  their  belief  that  their  national  security  is  best 
served  by  their  control  of  these  areas.  Your  assignment  is  to  review  the  work  you  did  in  this  module 
and  write  a position  paper. 

Your  paper  must  contain  the  following  three  parts: 

I Introduction:  Explanation  of  the  Issue 

The  title  of  your  paper  will  be: 

Should  the  Superpowers  Establish  Spheres  of  Influence? 

In  the  first  paragraph  you  will  explain  in  your  own  words 

• the  importance  of  this  question 

• the  alternate  positions  that  could  be  taken  on  the  question,  along  with  one  justification  for 
each  position 

• a statement  of  your  position  on  the  question 
(Suggested  length  - one  paragraph) 
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II  Body 

This  part  of  your  paper  demonstrates  your  ability  to  argue  a position  using  the  knowledge  you 
have  learned  from  the  module.  In  this  part  of  your  paper  you  will 

• identify  at  least  two  arguments  that  support  the  position  you  have  taken  on  the  question 

• use  case  studies  or  examples  of  events  from  the  module  to  prove  your  arguments 

You  must  be  persuasive.  Use  logical  arguments  and  sound  information  to  convince  the  reader 
that  your  position  is  the  best  answer  to  the  question.  Avoid  using  arguments  that  appeal  only  to 
your  readers’  emotions. 

(Suggested  length  - four  to  five  paragraphs) 

HI  Conclusion 

In  this  part  of  your  paper  you  will  restate  your  position  on  the  question  and  write  a few  sentences 
that  summarize  the  main  arguments  used  in  the  body  of  the  paper. 

(Suggested  length  - one  paragraph) 

I Introduction 

• The  question  is  important  because  the  answer  to  it  determines  whether  the  superpowers 
will  work  toward  maintaining  their  own  national  security  or  whether  they  will  work  with 
other  nations  at  achieving  global  collective  security. 

• The  alternative  positions  and  justifications  could  be  as  follows: 

- Yes,  the  superpowers  should  establish  spheres  of  influence.  This  is  necessary  to 
maintain  political  and  economic  stability  in  a region  and  to  protect  national  and 
regional  interests  (security , prestige,  prosperity,  sovereignty). 

- No,  the  superpowers  should  not  establish  spheres  of  influence.  This  is  because  they 
threaten  the  independence  (sovereignty)  of  weaker  nations.  They  also  threaten  the 
peace  and  security  within  a region  and  throughout  the  world,  and  increase  the 
likelihood  of  confrontation. 

• There  should  be  a clear  statement  of  the  writer’ s position. 
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YES 

II  Body 

Argument  1:  Spheres  of  influence  help  to 
protect  weaker  nations  from  aggression. 

Argument  2:  National  interests  are  served  by 
establishing  spheres  of  influence. 

• Economic  Interests 

- Superpower  gains  access  to 
resources  and  markets. 

- Belonging  to  a sphere  of  influence 
helps  to  develop  the  economies  of 
smaller  nations  through  trade,  foreign 
aid,  development  projects,  and 
technology  exchanges. 

• Political  Interests 

- Common  political  ideologies 
maintain  stability  in  a region. 

- Defence  of  a region  is  easier  to 
achieve. 

Argument  3:  Spheres  of  influence  help  to 
prevent  major  confrontations  from  occurring. 

YES 

Example/Case  Study  1: 

• A discussion  of  the  goals  and  membership 
of  NATO  and  the  Warsaw  Pact  would 
support  Argument  1. 

Example/Case  Study  2: 

• A discussion  of  the  Marshall  Plan  aid  to 
Western  Bloc  nations  and  Comecon  aid  to 
Eastern  Bloc  nations  would  support 
Argument  2. 

• A discussion  of  how  the  superpowers  stay 
out  of  each  others  affairs  (i.e.,  Hungary ) 
would  support  Argument  3. 


NO 


Argument  1:  When  a major  power  establishes 
a sphere  of  influence,  the  sovereignty  of  smaller, 
weaker  nations  is  threatened  (they  lose  their 
economic  and  political  independence). 

Argument  2:  There  is  an  increased  likelihood 
of  direct  confrontation  between  the  superpowers 
if  either  encroaches  upon  the  other’s  sphere  of 
influence. 


NO 

ExamplelCase  Study  1: 

• A discussion  of  Hungary  and  its  attempts 
at  achieving  independence  would  support 
Argument  1. 

Example/Case  Study  2: 

• The  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  is  an  excellent 
case  study  for  Argument  2. 
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There  are  many  examples  or  case  studies  students  can  use.  The  important  point  is  that  they  use 
factual  evidence  in  some  way  to  support  the  arguments  they  have  made. 

Ill  Conclusion 

• No  new  arguments  should  appear  here.  The  students’  positions  should  be  summarized . 

Marks  should  be  awarded  on  the  basis  of  spelling,  grammar,  syntax,  organization  of  ideas, 
and  the  use  of  social  studies  vocabulary. 
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